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FOCUS

From the President’s Desk

Moving Forward?

the andrews university magazine

Andrea Luxton, president
I AM WRITING THIS HOURS AFTER OUR
summer graduation events have
concluded. A wonderful moment of
celebration!
Our Sabbath speaker, Timothy Nixon, DMin, raised some vital questions
to our graduates. One of his thoughts
related to those moments when we
stand gazing (as the disciples did when
Jesus ascended to heaven), staring into
a future that we really aren’t sure we
want to step into, especially without a
frame that is comfortable for us.
The last 18 months have left many
of us stunned, staring into the future
and the unknown with high anxiety.
We know we can’t turn the clock back,
but we don’t want the current status
quo. Too much fighting. Too much
isolation. Too little community. Way
too much loss. We want to throw out
blame, and we do. Really, at heart, we
know we have all been in this together
trying to work things out in the best
way possible, but it still somehow feels
good to push the pain away and blame
somebody, or God.
At Andrews University we in many
ways had a very good year: innovative,
financially sound, and we experienced
daily moving examples of powerful
community care and compassion. Yet
we are not immune individually or
corporately to the pain of these last,
too many, months. And I anticipate
that is true for you too, our friends and
alumni.
So how do we move forward,
especially when we don’t know for
sure when “it” will all be over. That
indefinable “it.” The pandemic? The
polarization? The loneliness? The
sense of incalculable loss?
How do we do it individually? How
do we do it corporately? I don’t know
that I have the answers, but I am going
to suggest a few principles that I trust
will be a pathway forward.
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First, we must unite around what
is truly important. For us at Andrews
that is our students who are all of our
futures. It is about walking alongside
them so they deepen their faith, become
exemplary professionals and find commitment to bringing creativity, hope and
healing to the world.
Second, we must commit to listening
more than speaking. In times of community pain, it is so difficult to put aside our
own fears and feelings of fragility to help
another find greater resilience. And it
is especially hard to listen if the “other”
may have a different perspective to ours.
Yet it is so important to healing.
Third, we must commune deeply with
our God who is waiting daily to share his
spirit, the comforter, with us.
Back to the graduation address. The
disciples gathered together in the upper
room. No more bickering and fighting
over who was most important. They got
their priorities sorted as they chose a
new disciple to replace Judas. Then they
prayed and the Holy Spirit came. Oh so
easy, but also how difficult.
Lord, bring us your peace.
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